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EMCs COMBINE UNDER ONE 

ROOF AT AG EXPO

(TUCKER, Aug. 18)—Visitors to the 2008 Sunbelt Ag Expo, scheduled October 14-16 in Moultrie, can now save valuable foot steps when they visit the EMCs of Georgia and Touchstone Energy exhibits. 

For the first time, the EMCs of Georgia and Touchstone Energy will come together under one roof to host the “Electric Cooperatives of Georgia” tent located near the main gate by the water tower. 

Georgia’s EMCs have been a presence at Sunbelt for more than a decade and return in 2008 to introduce visitors to the “Our Energy, Our Future” message to build a dialogue between America’s electricity consumers and elected officials. The EMCs will offer information about meeting the growing energy demand in our country and in Georgia, our nation’s pressing capacity crisis, the technological hurdles electric utilities face in developing new, less carbon-intensive power generation, and the need to keep electricity affordable while achieving climate change goals. 
But it isn’t all serious business. The EMCs will offer entertainment and fun activities for children and give out free food and refreshments during the three-day show.

EDUCATION A FOCUS AT EXPO

Since agricultural accidents involving electricity pose a serious danger on farms across the country, the EMCs of Georgia will present safety demonstrations in the form of high voltage demonstrations every hour beginning at 9 a.m. each day.
 “We show the damage that can happen if household or farm equipment comes in contact with power lines and encourage people to always be aware of the location of power lines as they work around their property to keep themselves and their loved ones safe,” said Gale Cutler with Georgia EMC.  

The demonstrations generate three- to five-foot arcs of electricity which produce temperatures reaching 4,000 degrees, allowing EMC safety personnel to “cook” hot dogs on the hot lines.

GOING GREEN

Because EMCs want to help protect the environment while providing a steady supply of reliable and dependable energy, they formed Green Power EMC, a joint effort to generate and sell green energy from renewable resources. During Expo, EMCs will be sharing energy conservation tips and information on the state’s first renewable energy program. Since October 2003, Green Power EMC has generated electricity from landfill gas, low-impact hydro and small-scale solar projects.  

The exhibit will feature a small-scale solar panel similar to those installed at 15 high schools throughout Georgia as part of the Sun Power for Schools program, sponsored by participating co-ops of Green Power EMC.  

ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 

In addition to presenting serious energy and safety information, the EMCs will bring back the Touchstone Energy hot air balloon which will fly over twice daily at 9 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., weather permitting.  

A crowd favorite returning this year is Oscar the Robot, a life-size robot that walks and talks, entertains the crowds and shares messages about electric safety. Oscar has become an unofficial mascot at Sunbelt Expo and a familiar sight to show officials and the public. 

Equally popular and a big draw each year is a bounce house which children can enjoy at their leisure.  

Furthermore, children can become “electric linemen” and learn about electric safety by strapping on line worker equipment, hat, gloves and belts, then “climbing” a 10-foot electric pole, with supervision, to see firsthand what it takes to get the lights back on. Visitors can have photographs taken and leave with the pictures the day of the event.

Finally, the EMCs are offering visitors FREE popcorn and bottled water as well as FREE compact fluorescent light bulbs (CFLs) each day. With energy conservation on the minds of many consumers, the bulbs have grown in popularity because CFLs burn longer, save on energy costs and require fewer purchases and changing of bulbs. 

The Sunbelt Expo promotes trade and education, and provides demonstrations of the latest agricultural technology and equipment.  The electric co-ops will join more than 1,100 exhibitors who will display their products and services.  

EMCs at the 2008 Expo include Altamaha EMC in Lyons, Canoochee in Reidsville, Carroll in Carrollton, Central Georgia in Jackson, Coastal Electric in Midway, Colquitt in Moultrie, Coweta-Fayette in Newnan, Diverse Power in LaGrange, Flint Energies in Reynolds, Grady in Cairo, GreyStone Power in Douglasville, Habersham in Clarkesville, Hart in Hartwell, Irwin in Ocilla, Jefferson Energy in Wrens, Little Ocmulgee in Alamo, Ocmulgee in Eastman, Mitchell in Camilla, Oconee EMC in Dudley, Planters in Millen, Okefenoke REMC in Nahunta, Satilla REMC in Alma, Southern Rivers Energy in Barnesville. 

Collectively, the 42 customer-owned EMCs provide electricity and related services to four million people, nearly half of Georgia’s population, across 73 percent of the state’s land area.

Touchstone Energy is a national alliance of electric co-ops, including 14 EMCs in Georgia.  
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